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Commander  

UNIFORM OF  
THE DAY  
Team Casual    
                
Golf shirt with CCPS logo  

light brown or  
khaki slacks/skirt  

As you read this we are preparing for the District 22 Fall Conference 5 and 6 October in  

Sarasota, Florida. It is at this Conference that Fred Meyer from Cape Coral will receive an 

Award for 50 years as a member of the Power Squadron. This is a most prestigious award 

and is a tribute to his many years of service. We congratulate him. Read further in THE 

BUOYS.  

 

We have a new EXEC Officer. The Exec Committee per CCPS Bylaws has selected P/C Lee Soltysiak as Exec 

Officer until the next Change of Watch. We welcome Lee with his experience and ideas to the Bridge.  

I would like to mention a little about Merit Marks (MM). A Merit Mark is the only means the Squadron has 

for recognizing or awarding members for contributing to the goals of USPS. Merit Marks are awarded on the 

basis of substantial personal efforts and/or results on the behalf of the USPS. Annually around October,  

November each responsible officer recommends whom they feel warrant the recognition from those report-

ing to them and there is a process to do that. Information about what someone has done is collected and 

forwarded to the Chief at USPS National. It is USPS National that coveys the Award. After 25 MMôs you are 

no longer required to pay dues! CCPS provides a recognition dinner for our MM recipientsô. 

 

And now a brief note on the importance of Education . The CCPS Course offerings are listed in THE BUOYS 

and many are beginning this October. We as a Squadron are so fortunate to have instructors with 30 to 50 

years boating experience. Get a group of friends together and take advantage of their experience!  The 

classes are fun and will keep you challenged.  I can guarantee that you will learn something new, some-

thing that you can use about boating and become more knowledgeable to help others. Get that partner of 

yours also to attend. You will be surprised how more enjoyable the boating, kayaking, fishing etc.  

experiences will be. I always felt we should keep learning and we will keep growing.  

 

See you at District 22 Fall Conference in Sarasota, 5 -6 October, and the District Cruise and Rendezvous 8 -

11 November at Burnt Store Marina, Punta Gorda.  More information can be found in the flyer included in 

this BUOYS.  

 

Enjoy and Safe Boating,  

 

Warren Maciag, AP  

Commander  

 

THE BUOYS  
THE BUOYS is published ten times a year, monthly, except for July and August, by the Cape Coral Power 

Squadron, Inc. The Cape Coral Power Squadron is a unit of District 22 of the United States Power Squad-

rons, Inc.  Opinions expressed by individual authors do not necessarily reflect USPS or Cape Coral Power 

Squadron policy or endorsement.  Material for publication must be received by the editor no later than the 

10th of the month prior to publication.  The editor reserves the right to modify materials submitted for 

publication. We appreciate your articles and inputs.  Please make sure the information submitted to THE 

BUOYS is correct. All articles will be edited to assure conformity with USPS® regulations and guidelines.  

 

The Editor  
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Executive Officer  

Kayaking Group  
October is the time of the year when misquotes and the weather are more cooperative for Kayaking.   

A kayaking trip is planned for 27 October at Kismet meeting at 0900 at Dee and Ronôs house. 

Recent trips included Lovers Key, Peace River and Ding Darling just to name just a few. They generally 

leave about 0900 with a packed lunch and just enjoy nature for about 2 to three hours. Donôt have a 

kayak? Talk to us.  A general meeting is also planned for October with date and time to be announced. 

Help us plan that next adventure.  

Come kayaking!  

 

Dee Wilzoch          239 -282 -1374              rondee@embarqmail.com  

Pat Zeidman          610 -613 -4184             richpatzeidman@verizon.net  

THE BUOYS 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Executive Committee for  

nominating me to the Bridge for a second time. The Executive Officer is a member, 

ex officio of all Committees of the Executive Department and is responsible for  

seeing that they function properly. Members of the United States Power Squadron 

believe in safe boating while having fun on our waters. A  major Component of a fun filled outing is a 

boat which has all the necessary equipment operating properly. A vessel safety check is the answer and 

our members who are certified will be happy to perform the check.  

 

Our Community Service appearances such as Boat Shows gets us out there to promote these things. 

Safety is a major player in boating, so lets take whatever precautions we can... LETS GET STARTED!  

 

LT/C Lee Soltysiak, AP  

 

In Memoriam  

 

P/C Robert Brasfield, SN, passed away on 17 Sept 2012.  

He was the Squadronôs commander 1996 ï 1997. He led an interesting and sometimes turbulent life. 
He along with his wife Libby came to Cape Coral from Memphis, Tenn. in 1966 and set up a dental 
practice. He was the father of a son and daughter who reside in Wisconsin. Brasfield was a graduate of 
the University of Louisville School of Dentistry and had his practice in Cape Coral.  
He was past president of the Lee County Dental Association.  
 
Commander Brasfield held a 300 ton Coast Guard masterôs ship license, had his share of tempestuous 
experiences at sea. He had been missing at sea twice, had his boat struck by lightning several times 
and survived a devastating fire at sea. He was shipwrecked in Cuba waters in 1986 and ended up as a 
guest of Fidel Castro for eleven anxious days.   

In later life in enjoyed a more mundane life and spent his time cruising aboard his 31 foot sailboat    
ñMY SIN IIIò 
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Squadron Education Officer  
Can you see me now? ï or Visual Distress Signals  
 

The Coast Guard requires that recreational vessels carry 3 day and 3 night visual distress  

signals. The exceptions to this regulation are powered vessels under 16 feet and open sailing vessels  

under 26 feet without motors. These two exceptions are required to carry them if operated at night on 

coastal waters.  

 

The Coast Guard requires that the three required day/night signals be Coast Guard approved.  In the  

table listed below are the required signals, and whether they are a pyrotechnic signal and if they are  

approved as day, or a day and night signal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the present time the serviceable life of a pyrotechnic device is rated at 42 months  from its date of 

manufacture. Pyrotechnics beyond this 42 month date should be replaced with new devices.  All approved 

Pyrotechnics will have a USCG approval number and expiration date on them and are NOT  accepted  

during a safety examination after that date.  So if you are planning getting a vessel safety examination 

make sure you check the date on your flares.  

 

Day signals usually generate some type of smoke signal, but may also include a visual component as 

well.  These combination day signals typically usually leave a smoke trail after being fired off.  

Night signals are always RED  If you see a flare at night and itôs NOT red ï itôs not a distress signal.  

Typically the coastal flares we have for Visual distress signals maybe in the form of a hand held flare,  

Pistol Parachute flare or Aerial flare.  They maybe either coastal or SOLAS.  

 

Most of us will have the coastal hand held flare.  The thing to remember when using these flares is they 

generate a very hot flame and this burning material may drip down on the boat if the flare is not held out 

over the side of the boat.  If the burning material does drip in or on the boat you may wind up with a  

bigger problem than trying to attract attention.  

Pistol Parachute flares come with a pistol and the shells look like shotgun shells.  When firing them point 

the gun up in the air and NOT directly at helicopters of planes.  

Aerial Flares look like a cigar tube with a small metal tab at the bottom ï you pull the tab and the firing 

mechanism drops down ï pointing the tube up and away from you the flare is fired by pulling down on 

the firing mechanism.  

 

If you plan on doing any blue water passages you may want to purchase SOLAS (Safety Of Life At Sea) 

flares.  They are considerably more expensive but operate higher and for longer periods of time.  

What do if you see a visual distress signal -  The unwritten law of the sea requires that a mariner come to 

the aid of a mariner in distress. Therefore, should you see a distress signal, immediate and positive  

action should be taken. Notify the nearest Coast Guard station or State authority by radio or cell phone.  

The disposal of expired pyrotechnic devices should be done in accordance with local county and state 

hazardous waste regulations.  There has been some debate regarding keeping out of date flares aboard 

as ñextrasò the Coast Guard may or may not accept this ï if you do keep them make sure they are stored 

separate from your current flares.  

Remember carrying flares of any type is not allowed on airplanes!  
 

Lt/C Norm Meshaw, SN  

Email: nmeshaw@comcast.net  

Cell Phone: 609 -707 -2443  

160.021  

160.022  

160.024  

160.036  

160.037  

160.057  

160.066  

Hand -Held Flare  

Floating Orange Smoke  

Pistol Parachute Red Flare  

Hand -Held Parachute Red Flare  

Hand -Held Orange Smoke  

Floating Orange Smoke  

Red Aerial Pyrotechnic Flare  

Day/Night  

Day Only  

Day/Night  

Day/Night  

Day Only  

Day Only  

Day/Night  

mailto:nmeshaw@comcast.net
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Administrative Officer  
Included in this monthôs buoys is a Member Interests sheet that several of us having 

been working on.  We realize that we have a very diverse membership with different 

interests.  Through your help filling out this sheet we hope to be able to get members 

with similar interests together.  You do not need to own your own equipment, i.e. 

kayak, you just need to want to know more about it.  

 

In the past year we have seen wonderful growth in members enjoying kayaking and weekend boaters.  

Helen and I met while scuba diving and would look forward to meeting other divers and going on a trip to 

see the sights around Florida.  We are starting to learn some new card games with fellow members and 

have introduced them to Dominoôs.  It would be fun to have a night where we can share games or go on 

some day trip as a group.  These are just some ideas we came -up with as fun things to do.  

Please take a few minutes to look over the list and let us know how we can make this a better squadron.  

These surveys can be returned directly to the office, or email your responses to:  

capecoralpowersquadron@gmail.com  
 

Lt/C Steve Gustafson  

THE BUOYS 

MEMBER INTERESTS  

 

NAME:  

 
BOATING  

    ___ C&R (OVERNIGHT TRIPS) 

    ___ WEEKEND BOATERS (CRUISE TO LUNCH) 

    ___ KAYAKING & CYCLING  

    ___ SAILING 

    ___ JET SKI 

    ___ FISHING 

    ___    DIVING 

    ___ CHOOSING A BOAT 

 

ENTERTAINMENT  

    ___ ATTEND DINNERS 

    ___ COMMITTEE MEMBER 

    ___ PLANNING DINNERS 

    ___ NEW MEMBER POT LUCKS 

    ___ MEMBER POT LUCKS 

    ___ GAME NIGHT 

    ___ DAY TRIPS 

 

OTHER INTERESTS 
    ___ CAPE MATES 

    ___ BUILDING MAINTENANCE  

    ___ OTHER INTEREST (PLEASE LIST) 

 

 

capecoralpowersquadron@gmail.com 

SEO  ~ Fall Class Schedule  
 
Listed below are the Squadronôs fall advanced 

classes, start dates and duration of class:  
 
Marine Electronics  8 October for 13 weeks  

Seamanship   9 October for 11 weeks  
Junior Navigation  9 October for 11 weeks  

Advanced Piloting  10 October for 12 weeks  
 
 

If you are interested in other seminars/classes, 
let me know and if there is enough interest I 

will try to schedule them.  
 
The sign up book is in the office at Squadron 

Harbor.  
 

Lt/C Norm Meshaw, SN  

mailto:capecoralpowersquadron@gmail.com
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Cape Mates Auxiliary  

The Cape Mates welcome Shirley Wood  as our newest member.  Shirley has a lot of enthusiasm and 

weôre delighted to have her join our group!  Itôs such a pleasure for me to see our members pitching in 

and working as a team to express their ideas and volunteer to work on a committee or gather information 

to bring back to the group.  Not everyone can make it to the meetings, but theyôre only a phone call away 

when we need them. This is definitely an active, worthwhile organization and we encourage YOU  to check 

us out.  Look at our calendar below to see what weôre up to.  Call Marge Maciag @ 239 -471 -0101 for  

information about becoming a Cape Mate!  

 

By the time this issue is received, our Jeopardy Dinner on 21 September is a thing of the past.  Iôm sure 

we all had a good time and a great dinner!  But since it hasnôt really happened yet, Iôll have to wait until 

November to include the details.  Thank you for supporting the Cape Mates!  

 

Dates to Remember :  

2012  

4 October    Cape Mates Exec. Meeting  

11 October    Cape Mates General Meeting  

15 October    Lunch Bunch @ Chens Bistro  

4 November    Pampered Chef Fund -Raiser  

8 November    Cape Mates General Meeting  

17 November   Plant Sale Fund -Raiser  

8 December    Presidentôs Holiday Party for Cape Mates 

14 December  Chinese Auction @ ET Holiday Dinner  

TBA December   Fishermanôs Village w/King Fisher Fleet Christmas Light Tour 

 

2013  

15 January    Lunch Bunch  

25 January    Italian Night Dinner  

TBA February  Yard Sale  

 

*** Al Rubio has donated 2 folding bicycles that are perfect for carrying in your boat or vehicle.   

The Cape Mates will be selling chances to win a bike during the next few months.  Coupons and more  

information will be placed in next monthôs issue.  Thank you, Al Rubio for your donation. 

 

Marge Maciag, AP  

President, Cape Mates  

 

Lite Bites for October is being provided by Jan 

and Tony Roller. They are planning to serve 

Beef Stroganoff.  

Call 239 -770 -2672 to reserve.  

If you get the answering machine, please leave 

a message and you will be added to the list.  

 

Thanks to Joanne and Art Coll for preparing Lite 

Bites in September.  It was a wonderful Italian 

Dish.  Thanks to all the helpers: Ron and Dee 

Wilzoch, Loretta and Harry Instase as well as 

Michele and Harold Garrels.  
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Come and join us 

at the C&R  

THE BUOYS 

Cruise and Rendezvous  

5 February  2013, C&R Meeting  

15 -17 Feb, Fort Myers Yacht Basin  
 

5 March 2013, C&R Meeting  
11 -13 March, Burnt Store  
15 March, Stone Claws & Ham  

 
Please use the appropriate coupons in THE 

BUOYS  for sign up and payment instructions. 
Also, please write separate checks for each  
activity.   

 
Lt Delores Ann Buhner  

C&R Chairperson  

Our planned activities for the coming months  

are as follows:  
 

2 October , C&R Meeting  
5 October, Luncheon, Matanzas Inn  
15 -17 October, Legacy Harbor Marina  

 
6 November, C&R Meeting  

12 -14 November, Snook Bight  
16 November, Shrimp Boil  
 

4 December , C&R Meeting  
11 -13 December, Tween Waters  

21 December, Luncheon, Royal Palm Yacht 
Club  
 

8 January 2013 , C&R Meeting  
11 January, Clam or Chicken Dinner  

21 -23 Jan, Boca Grande  

C & R  LUNCHEON 
 

Destination: ___________________                                 
 

Date: _________________________ 
 

Name:__________________________________ 
 
Telephone: (cell)_________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________  
 
Number attending:_______________________  

 
By Boat _________ or by Car ______________  
 
Room for Guests          Yes            No  
 
How many? ____________________________  
 

 
Mail Reservations to:  

Delores Buhner  
1343 SE 20th Avenue  
Cape Coral, FL 33990  

C & R  OVERNIGHT 
 

Destination: ____________________  
 

Dates: _________________________  
 

Name:__________________________________  
 
Telephone: (cell)_________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________  
 
Number attending:_______________________  

 
Credit Card #____________________________  
 
Expiration Date:_________________________  
 
Boat name: ___________Draft:_____________  
 
Boat Length:___________Beam:____________  
 
Make & Model:___________________________  
 
Power: 30 or 50 AMP:_____________________  
 

Mail Reservations  to:  
Delores Buhner  

1343 SE 20th Avenue  
Cape Coral, FL 33990  
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10% Discount to Power Squadron Members!  
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Fishing Group  
Would you like home delivery for boat fuel?  Lyle Sosbe stated the company he contacted would deliver 

boat fuel (no ethanol) at less than marina cost.  He will contact the company about placing an ad in THE 

BUOYS.  There is a 50 gal minimum; however, two neighbors can split a 50 gal delivery.  

They discussed a web site for Power Squadron Fishing information.  Warren Maciag mentioned the  

National Power Squadronôs Sail Angle .  Bob Palmer and Warren are to assess a local Cape Coral website 

through Sail Angle , and/or would work with Ray Wlodyka to develop a local site.  

 

Snook Lights -  Nick Christy mentioned that he had plans for building Snook lights for $50.  

ñFollow Meò Fishing Event ï Tom Callanan and Bob Palmer are to determine a ñfollow meò event to be 

announced in Thursdayôs monthly Power Squadron meetings. 

 

Would you be interested in being on a phone tree for fishing event outings?   Warren provided an  

information folder for setting up phone trees.  

Bob Palmer mentioned a possible Lake Okeechobee trip for bass fishing with shiners.  If interested,  

contact Bob Palmer, Barry Wood, or Ron Pitt.  

Tommy Callanan mentioned that October/November is the season for trolling for Gag Grouper off Cayo 

Costa.  This area had fallen off since Hurricane Charley, but seems to be picking up.  

Ron Pitt discussed a possible Marathon Deep Sea Fishing Trip.  The boat would cost $700 + tips.  It 

would require group(s) of 6.  Ron is looking into motel rates.  Bob and Lorie Dickens worked this trip last 

year.  

 

Lastly we talked about Shrimp -  Gulp ! -  

Which they say is built for life like action. Weighted and designed to fall and swim without tumble or roll. 

Cast and retrieve or bottom fish -  designed to perform for both. New Penny 3 -4 inch seems to be the 

best out here.  

Next Meeting 1 October at 0900 at Squadron Harbor.  

Weekend Boaters (The Weekenders)  
 

Planned Luncheon trips:  

Matanzas on 20 October   

Nervous Nellies on 17 November  

Downtown Fort Myers in December (date TBD)...it's 

a short walk to many good restaurants.  

We generally meet at Marker 97 and then do a  

follow me.  

 

Our planning, coordination and a healthy exchange 

of information meeting is 9 October at 1900 at 

Squadron Harbor. This is also an excellent time for 

those unfamiliar with the waters, need assistance 

reading charts, having docking or boat questions to 

get them answered. Most of our events are such  

that one can drive there by car or if space permits 

you might be able to ride on someone elseôs boat. 

Let us know. Letôs talk.  

 

Doug Skoczek     239 314 6900           

lifegoforit@hotmail.com  

 

John Farmer       402 212 3604           

johnfarmer09@aol.com  

THE BUOYS 

We had 35 people with 9 boats attend our 

September Luncheon. See the smiling faces 

above and thatôs before we ate!  


